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The Husband Stitch

Overview of the story
From the title of the story we note that the title in itself contains an Ancient Practice, where during stitching up after delivery, the doctors, with consent of parties involve would go ahead and add some extra stitches to the woman’s vaginal opening as a way of making it tighter for the husband’s pleasure. The woman in this case is often unaware that the procedure has been done on her. From the story, we see Machado as a girl with dreams and intentions of full filling the desires of her husband. Throughout the story, she goes against the norms that the society has painted before, where the man does the identifying of a girl as well as makes decisions on what sexual pleasure is like, she is the one who noticed the man first and from the start she is convinced he would ,marry her. She pursues her dreams of what a dream man would be like to her, she works on impressing him and they get married.
All through their story is a mystery of a ribbon tied around her neck, no one knows what it means but she insists on owning it and wanting no one to tamper with it. While she seems like she would eventually give into explaining what the ribbon meant, it is the source of displeasure in a marriage as her husband seeks to understand what it means and even in the middle of pleasure when the topic comes it makes the woman hungry. It also leaves the son wondering. While when young he pays no close attention to the meaning of the ribbon, after growing up he notices there must be something hidden. At the end the lady is willing to get the ribbon of her neck for the sake of love, but even then she doesn’t explain what it means. To her “life is too short to be afraid of nothing”, she is obviously afraid of losing control of the one thing that her husband always felt she was hiding from him, but at the end she gives it up.
Observation

While it is not outspoken, there is a hidden cry in the woman in this story for a voice. It is true that she seeks to fulfill the pleasures of her husband intentionally. She wants to please the husband. But each time we see the husband domineering her. She is a grown up but she seems to be treated as a child. The fact that she is not even consulted as that extra stich is put on her is an indication that the husband, although he loved the girl, still needed her perfect for the purposes of full filling his pleasure. Her thoughts about the husband since the first time they met were mostly within her and in all her experiences, she did not bring them out. It was how they were supposed to function. The man is the head. 
Why the observation is important

The observation is important to help the reader note that things may not be completely happy as they may seem. For instance, while apart from the ribbon the lady seems to be enjoying her marriage, she seems to have lost control of herself in the marriage. She holds no power. The husband seems to be domineering in decision making including decisions on her body. He gets what he wants when he wants it, and she is willing to give it to him to make them happy. She seems to hold on to the ribbon as the only thing that she has control over. At the end, she lets go of the ribbon. Again, this is for the happiness of the man because to him it is relief. 
At one point the woman says “the world has enough bullies”, from this we do not assume the fact that she herself may be feeling bullied. She has not expounded on the issue but using the statement in itself paints a picture of her feeling she has already lost control over the basics of her life. Which is a cry for help. While he is charge, the husband still feels he should know everything, “the wife should not hide anything from his wife” does it also mean the husband should be at liberty to hide what he thinks he should like the stich?
The story aims to help the reader get to the details of every action of the woman in real life. It wants to help the reader understand that while the woman is made to submit, there are decisions that no one needs to make for her. It is okay for her to like someone, its okay for her needs to be mate, it is okay for her to choose whether a certain procedure needs to be done to her body or not, it is okay for her to get involved in the decision making process with her husband.
